steroids on the aged human axilla. The striking rejuvenating effect of testosterone contrasts markedly with the accelerating effect on ageing of the topical corticosteroids and the rather negative effect of oestrogens. Although these agents act locally the authors warn of the dangers of systemic effects from absorption which limit their clinical application.
The great wealth of material described and the many references make this an essential volume for anyone working on the problems of ageing. 1965 This book is yet another example of the verbatim report of a conference promoted by a drug manufacturer. This meeting was organized to discuss a method of anmsthesia which has come to be known as 'neuroleptanalgesia'.
The main neuroleptic agents under consideration were haloperidol and Droperidol. These drugs produce loss of voluntary movement (catalepsy) together with a prominent anti-emetic and antiadrenalin action although thev are not hypotensives. The analgesia is usually supplied by phenoperidine or a newer drug, fentanyl; this is also a profound respiratory depressant.
Early experiences with phencyclidine may be the reason why this method of anesthesia has never become popular in Britain. This critical account of clinical experience with the technique will do little to influence others in its favour.
All departmental libraries should possess this book, preferably presented gratis by the drug manufacturers themselves. At the price of 50 shillings for 96 pages, with no index, it must be considered extremely expensive.
PETER COLE
Recent Advances in Gastroenterology edited by John Badenoch DM FRCP and Bryan N Brooke MD MChir FRCS pp viii +381 illustrated 65s London: J & A Churchill 1965 This book contains 18 authoritative reviews of some of the most important recent advances in gastroenterology. It will be immensely useful and interesting to physicians and surgeons alike and the editors are to be congratulated on their choice both of subjects and of contributors. It covers a wide range of topics: on the one hand there are admirable reviews by Dr Keith Taylor on the role of immune mechanisms and by Dr McConnell on the part played by heredity in gastrointestinal diseases, and a fascinating article by Dr Creamer on the dynamics of the small intestinal mucosa. On the other hand there are articles of great practical value, such as the management of an ileostomy by Dr Coghill, the metabolic effects of partial gastrectomy by Mr J A Williams and of vagotomy by Mr A G Cox, and the surgery of portal hypertension by Mr Shaldon. It is always a pleasure to read a critical review written by someone who is actively working in a particular field, such as the chapters here on the cesophagogastric junction, protein-losing enteropathy, enzyme deficiency in the small intestine, intestinal malabsorption, the irritable colon syndrome, liver disease in ulcerative colitis, and the epidemiology of colitis and regional enteritis. Professor Sherlock contributes a remarkably compendious account of recent advances in the aetiology and treatment of jaundice. It would be invidious not to enumerate the remaining articles which are more biochemical than clinical but none the less interesting for that: the biochemistry of liver failure, biochemical aspects of pancreatitis, and the inhibition of gastric acid secretion without operation.
E N ROWLANDS The size, in common with other textbooks, has undergone further escalation from 609 pages in the previous edition to 644 pages in the present one, despite the declared aim by the author ta delete outdated material.
Whilst one appreciates the author's intention to group the diseases according to clinical criteria, nevertheless this appears to be misleading when Hodgkin's disease is classified under infectious granulomata with tuberculosis, syphilis, actinomycosis, &c. However, moniliasisthe correct term for which is candidosisis classified under 'Dermatologic Diseases of Dental Interest' which curiously enough begins with cheek biting. Moreover, it is clinically inaccurate to classify aphthous ulcers under 'vesicular or bullous lesions' and the term 'herpetiform' -at least in this countryimplies a definite lesion.
